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ATTN: SCICOUNS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN TBIO JA 

SUB J : REGULATION OF GENETIC MANIPULATION RESEARCH 
REF: PARIS 16493 

1. IAPAN IS NOT FORMALLY AFFILIATED WITH EMBO, BUT JAPANESE 
SCIENTISTS PARTICIPATE IN SOME OF ITS ACTIVITIES BY INVITATION. 
ACCORDING TO DR. HIROTA OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF GENETICS, 

JAPAN WAS TOLD BY EMBO OFFICIALS THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
FOR JAPAN TO BECOME MEMBER OF EMBO. HIROTA BELIEVES JAPANESE 
PARTICIPATION WOULD BE DESIRABLE BECAUSE ORGANIZATION CONDUCTS 
USEFUL ACTIVITIES WHICH PROVIDE ASSOCIATIONS FOR TOP-LEVEL 
SCIENTISTS. EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THAT ISRAEL IS ONLY NON- 
EUROPEAN NATION NOW MEMBER OF EMBO. 

2. FYI: THOROUGH BUT INFORMAL CHECK OF PERTINENT GOJ AGENCIES 
HAS FAILED TO REVEAL ANY EFFORT TO REGULATE RESEARCH ON 
GENETIC MANIPULATION. ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. WHICH 
SUPPORTS UNIVERSITY RESEARCH, REGULATION OF SUCH RESEARCH 
MAY BECOME NECESSARY SEVERAL YEARS FROM NOW AS GENETIC 
RESEARCH, NOW LARGELY CONFINED TO BASIC ASPECTS, BEGINS 
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TO INVOLVE MANIPULATION OF GENETIC MATERIAL. END FYI. 
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